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INTRODUCTION

The National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA) is one of the most exciting programs NDEO offers to members teaching dance in any private or public middle or high school, dance school/academy, performing arts center, or community center with an active dance program serving students 11-18 years of age.  The primary goals of the NHSDA are: (1) to promote and honor outstanding achievement in students 11-18 years of age studying dance; (2) to encourage well-rounded young dance artists to be leaders in their communities; and (3) to identify honor students of junior and senior high school age for nomination to the National Dance Education Organization’s Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award, one of the highest honors programs in the United States. 
The role of the NDEO State Affiliate is critical in the implementation of NHSDA in that it serves as the primary point of contact with the Chapter Sponsors within the state.  The State Affiliate’s responsibilities are to:
· Issue chapter certificate to applicant schools

· Issue induction certificates to eligible students

· Communicate with school and school district administrators about NHSDA chapters 

· Serve as the state-level contact for information about NHSDA

· Maintain a database of state NHSDA chapters and student inductees

· Provide data about state chapters to NDEO 

· Facilitate the state-level process of identifying applicants for the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award

This NHSDA State Affiliates Toolkit contains procedural guidelines for implementing NHSDA, as well as templates for the nationally-approved forms, sample letters, and other materials. State Affiliates also should utilize the NHSDA Chapter Sponsor Handbook to understand the duties and responsibilities of the individual Chapter Sponsors.
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PART I:  IMPLEMENTING THE NHSDA

AT THE STATE LEVEL
Prior to Implementation

In order to prepare for establishing the NHSDA program in the state, the State Affiliate first should appoint or elect a state-level coordinator (State Affiliate NHSDA Coordinator) to serve as the primary contact person. If preferred, the State Affiliate can appoint joint coordinators to share the position. The NHSDA Coordinator will be responsible for carrying out the State Affiliate’s responsibilities in the NHSDA program as outlined throughout the State Affiliate Toolkit. 

The NHSDA Coordinator should read and thoroughly understand all information included in the State Affiliate Toolkit and the NHSDA Chapter Sponsor Handbook (www.ndeo.org). The State Affiliate leaders or the NHSDA Coordinator should immediately inform the NDEO home office of the appointment so the NHSDA Coordinator is added to the national database of NHSDA Coordinators and can immediately be included in national and state communications. The NHSDA Coordinator needs to attend national conference so s/he can serve as the State Affiliate NHSDA Representative at all NHSDA functions, business meetings, and training sessions; vote for the state affiliate in the NDEO NHSDA business meeting; and provide input into programs and services on behalf of the state.  

It is recommended that the State Affiliate in cooperation with the NHSDA Coordinator advertise participation in the NHSDA program via letters to state affiliate members, newsletters, websites, or other appropriate means. Check with NDEO to see if headquarters has NHSDA materials or publicity information to share. Suggested recruitment activities might include sending letters to school and school district administrators, letters to owners of private schools of dance, and presentations at state and local conferences. Samples of a promotional flyer and letters can be found in Appendices A, B and C. The NHSDA Coordinator’s name and contact information should be included in all promotional items, as well as on the application forms.

Whenever possible, the State Affiliate should provide training sessions for potential Chapter Sponsors at state and local conferences. The State Affiliate can offer networking and information-sharing opportunities for Chapter Sponsors via conferences, websites, newsletters, and email distribution lists. In addition, Chapter Sponsors are encouraged to attend the annual NDEO national conference to participate in the special training sessions and NHSDA business meetings.   

Once the groundwork has been established, the State Affiliate can begin issuing chapters to applicants and inducting eligible students according to the procedures outlined in the following section.
State Affiliate Procedures for Implementing NHSDA

1. State Affiliate leaders should refer potential Chapter Sponsors to the NDEO web site (www.ndeo.org/nhsda) for copies of the official NHSDA Sponsor Handbook and the Chapter Application form. State Affiliates should not alter the Handbook or application forms in any way, except to add any needed contact information to forms.

2.  The Chapter Sponsor should ensure that the institution for which s/he is applying for an NHSDA chapter holds a current Institutional Membership in the National Dance Education Organization and the respective state affiliate. The cost for a school to join NDEO as an Institutional Member is $150. The school can join online at www.ndeo.org/membership. 
3. The potential Chapter Sponsor submits a Chapter Application form (Appendix D) to the State Affiliate, along with verification of institutional membership in NDEO. If membership verification is not included with the application, the State Affiliate web administrator can verify membership directly from the NDEO web Control Panel/Member Manger or the State Affiliate can call the NDEO office. 
4. The State Affiliate acknowledges receipt of the application via email, stating that the request is granted and that the Chapter Sponsor may begin developing her/his chapter immediately. The State Affiliate sends a Chapter Approval Letter (Appendix E) and the Chapter Certificate (Appendix F) to the Chapter Sponsor.  [Note: States Affiliates may download the formatted Chapter certificates from the NDEO web or may order pre-printed Chapter certificates from NDEO national office. NHSDA Chapter certificates must be standardized in format, language, and certificate paper. Certificate paper can be ordered from Paper Direct 1-800-A-Papers; specify CT1194 or CT1190 (gold foil on cream 38# paper) at www.paperdirect.com.] 
5. When issuing the chapter, the State Affiliate assigns a chapter number. Chapter numbers are issued with the state abbreviation, followed by a 3-digit numeral – e.g., SC 001, SC 002, etc.  
6. The State Affiliate notifies the local school district superintendent, principal, and other school personnel (Appendix G) at the request of the Chapter Sponsor who provides the contact information. Notification letters are sent to the school superintendent, along with an enclosed copy of the Chapter Certificate. The letters are copied to the school principal, the NHSDA Chapter Sponsor, and other school personnel as appropriate. In the case of chapters issued to local schools of dance, letters may need to be sent to personnel in multiple schools and districts (Appendix H).  [Note:  It is the Chapter Sponsor’s responsibility to provide the State Affiliate with the names and contact information for school personnel.]
7. Each new chapter should be entered into the State Affiliate’s database. The State Affiliate should provide periodic updates for the national database when prompted by NDEO.

8. When students are eligible for induction, the Chapter Sponsor submits the Student Membership Application form (Appendix I) to the State Affiliate with the $5.00 per student fee, and enters them into the Chapter database.
9. The State Affiliate prints and mails the Student Certificates (Appendix J) with an Induction Letter (Appendix K) to the Chapter Sponsor. The Chapter Sponsor signs the certificates and fills in induction date, and distributes them to the students.
Other Suggested Procedures and Activities
1. The State Affiliate can maintain an email distribution list of all NHSDA chapters in the state. When a new chapter is granted, the NHSDA Coordinator can notify all other chapters. Other news regarding student inductions, workshop opportunities, and awards programs also can be shared via the email list. Other means of communication (e.g., websites, newsletters) also are encouraged to facilitate networking among chapters.

2.   Whenever possible a State Affiliate representative may wish to attend NHSDA induction ceremonies at the invitation of the Chapter Sponsor and follow up with a letter (Appendix L).
3.  Opportunities for NHSDA inductees to network can be provided through special sessions at local and state conferences and/or dance festivals. Other organizations may wish to assist in these efforts. For example, one college dance department hosts an annual “NHSDA Day” event to which inductees are invited for a day of master classes and performance.

4.  The State Affiliate can provide professional development certificates to teachers who participate in Chapter Sponsor training and other activities such as serving on a state-level NHSDA committee.

Check List: 

Procedures for Implementing the National Honor Society for Dance Arts
· State Affiliate appoints a state-level coordinator (the State Affiliate NHSDA Coordinator) to serve as primary contact.  

· NHSDA Coordinator learns everything possible about NHSDA programs and services – e.g., reads and understands the Chapter Sponsor handbook and State Affiliate Toolkit, all web documents, processes, procedures, applications, and deadlines. 

· The State Affiliate and the NHSDA Coordinator advertise the NHSDA to schools and private studios within the State Affiliate (Appendices A, B, and C).

· Potential Chapter Sponsors are referred to the NDEO website for copies of the Sponsor Handbook and the Chapter Application form.  

· Potential Chapter Sponsor submits a Chapter Application Form (Appendix D) to the State Affiliate with verification of institutional membership in NDEO.
· NHSDA Coordinator acknowledges receipt of the application via email stating that the request was granted.

· NHSDA Coordinator assigns the new chapter a number and sends a Chapter Approval Letter (Appendix E) and the Chapter Certificate (Appendix F) to the new chapter.

· NHSDA Coordinator notifies school personnel (Appendix G) at the request of the Chapter Sponsor. In the case of private studios, letters may need to be sent to personnel in multiple school districts (Appendix H).

· NHSDA Coordinator enters each new chapter into the State Affiliate’s NHSDA database

· To induct students, the Chapter Sponsor submits the Student Membership Application form (Appendix I) to the NHSDA Coordinator along with the $5.00 per student fee made payable to the State Affiliate.

· NHSDA Coordinator prints and mails the Student Certificate (Appendix J) with an Induction Letter (Appendix K) to the Chapter Sponsor who then signs the certificates and fills in the induction date. 

· NHSDA Coordinator enters new student inductees into the State Affiliate’s database.

Other Suggested Procedures and Activities
· NHSDA Coordinator maintains an email distribution list of all NHSDA chapters in the state to communicate with Chapters, welcome new chapters, and inform them of various events, deadlines, student inductions, workshops, and award programs.

· Whenever possible the NHSDA Coordinator or another state affiliate representative should attend NHSDA induction ceremonies and follow up with a letter (Appendix L). 

· State Affiliates can provide professional development certificates to teachers who participate in Chapter Sponsor training and other activities such as serving on a state-level NHSDA committee. 

PART II:  IMPLEMENTING THE NDEO/NHSDA STUDENT 
AWARD PROGRAM

The NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award
The National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA) serves to identify those honor students of junior and senior high school age for nomination for the National Dance Education Organization’s Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award, the highest student dance award in the nation.  To be eligible, students must already have been inducted into NHSDA. The student’s Chapter Sponsor serves as the nominator and assists in submitting the application materials to the State Affiliate. Eligibility requirements and criteria for the award are as follows:

All junior and senior age level students (16-18 years) studying dance in a private or public middle or high school, dance school/academy, performing arts center, or community center.  The program may be in-school for credit or out-of-school recreational/professional program. The applicant must be an inductee of the NHSDA. The NHSDA Chapter must be a current member of the State Affiliate (or surrogate affiliate when applicable) and hold current Institutional Membership in the NDEO.   
· Artistic Merit: The Nominee must demonstrate artistic and technical excellence in dance.

· Leadership: The Nominee must demonstrate outstanding leadership in and outside the field of dance at the school, community, state, and/or national level.

· Academic Achievement: The Nominee must demonstrate academic excellence with a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher.

The State Affiliate’s role in the award program is to publicize the state-level application deadline, adjudicate the applicants, and forward the strongest applicants to NDEO for consideration at the national level. In 2011, each state is allowed to forward only the top 2 applicants for national adjudication. Procedures for implementing the state-level component of the award program follow this section.

State Affiliate Procedures for the NDEO Student Award Program

1. The State Affiliate’s deadline to receive applications for state level adjudications is February 28th. This provides time for State Affiliates to screen the applicants and forward nominees to NDEO by March 28th. 

2. The State Affiliate should provide the application materials (Appendix M) and announce the state-level deadline date by February 28th to all Chapter Sponsors, giving them ample time to recruit and complete nominee packets. Because the application requires both performance video and written documentation, it is recommended that notification be provided during the fall semester.

3. As the applications arrive, the State Affiliate NHSDA Coordinator should check the packets to ensure that all components are included. A courtesy email or phone call to the Chapter Sponsor to confirm receipt of the applications is recommended.

4. After the application deadline (February 28th) has passed, the State Affiliate should convene a panel of adjudicators to review the applications and determine which ones are of high enough quality to forward to NDEO for consideration at the national level. The State Affiliate should use the NDEO Award rubric for scoring the applicants (See Appendix M). If desired, State Affiliates also can select state-level winners at this point in the process.  

5. The State Affiliate should forward the eligible application packets, along with the $15 per student application fee, to NDEO postmarked on or before March 28th.  (Appendix N). The state retains all the other $15 fees submitted by students who did not make it the national adjudication.
6. The State Affiliate should send letters to notify the applicants and the Chapter Sponsors of the state-level adjudication results (Appendices O, P, Q, and R). After the national adjudication, NDEO will notify applicants, the school district superintendent, principal, and the State Affiliate of the results (by April 28th). National-level winners may be invited to attend the NDEO’s national conference to receive the award, if encouraged to do so by the state affiliate. NDEO does not provide financial support. However, some State Affiliates and/or Institutional Members may offer to help subsidize travel and lodging costs, if finances permit. 
Other Suggested Procedures and Activities

1. When screening applicants at the state level, the State Affiliate can identify state-level winners and bestow a state-level award. A suggested guideline for the 900 point system is the following:
a. Applicants scoring points 765-809 points (top 15%) win the state-level award.
b. Applicants scoring points 810-900 points (top 10%) win the state-level award AND the highest two awardees are forwarded to NDEO for adjudication in the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award, postmarked on or before March 28th.  
2.  State-level winners can be recognized with a framed certificate or plaque. It is recommended that the State Affiliate notify the school district superintendent and the school principal of the award. The State Affiliate also is encouraged to send out a press release about the awards to appropriate media outlets.

3.  Whenever possible, a representative from the State Affiliate should present the state-level award in person at a time recommended by the Chapter Sponsor.  

Check List: 

Procedures for Implementing the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award
· State Affiliates should notify Chapter Sponsors of two established deadlines for State Affiliate applications: (1) February 28th – due date for Chapter Sponsors to submit student applications to the State Affiliate for state level adjudication; and (2) March 28th – due date for State Affiliates to submit state level winners to NDEO for national adjudication in the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award. Applications must be postmarked on or before February 28th or March 28th respectively.

· State Affiliates should provide the application materials (Appendix M) to all Chapter Sponsors via email and by placing a link to the file on their website. Appendix M contains 6 documents for the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award: (a) Application Form; (b) Recommendation Form; (c) Student Resume (demonstrating the format required); (d) Checklist for Submission; (e) Where to Send the Application; and (f) Award Rubric.    
· As applications arrive, they should be checked by the SA NHSDA Coordinator to ensure that the applications are complete.

· Chapter Sponsors should be notified by phone or email to confirm the receipt of the application.

· Once the state-level deadline has passed, State Affiliates should convene a panel of adjudicators to review the applications using the NDEO rubric (Appendix M) and select the best one or two applications to forward to NDEO for national award adjudication. The award rubric is based on 900 total points. 

· If desired, State Affiliates may select state-level winners at this point using the following suggested scale:  

· Applicants scoring points 765-809 points (top 15%) win the state-level award.

· Applicants scoring points 810-900 points (top 10%) win the state-level award AND the highest two awardees are forwarded to NDEO for adjudication in the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award, postmarked on or before March 28th.  
· NHSDA Coordinator should forward the one or two highest state awardee applicants to NDEO along with the $15 fee per student application to NDEO for consideration in the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award by March 28th (Appendix N).

· NHSDA Coordinator should send letters to the Chapter Sponsor with copy sent to the Principal(s) and State Superintendent(s) (Appendix O) and student applicants notifying them they are state winners AND that their application was forwarded to NDEO for consideration in the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award (Appendix P).

· NHSDA Coordinator should also send letters to all students winning only the state-level award (Appendix Q) and to all non-awardees (Appendix R).  

· After national adjudication, NDEO will also send a congratulatory letter and notification of the national results to the applicant, Chapter Sponsor, principal, superintendent, and the SA NHSDA Representative.

· National-level winners may be invited to attend NDEO’s national conference to receive their award. Such invitations are usually extended by the State Affiliate and the NHSDA chapter sponsor, if funding permits.  
Other Suggested Procedures and Activities

· State-level winners will be recognized by the state with a framed certificate or plaque. 

· State Affiliates should notify the school principal and district superintendent of the award, if copies have not already been sent by the NHSDA Coordinator when writing to the Chapter sponsor about state-level results (Appendix O). 

· State Affiliates should welcome the opportunity to send out press releases to local media to announce the award and highlight the student, chapter sponsor/program, and the principal/school. If it is a private academy, it provides a wonderful opportunity to highlight the academy and cite all the feeder schools that matriculate into the academy. 

· Whenever possible, a representative from the State Affiliate should present the state-level awards.  

Appendix A: Do You Know About the NHSDA?
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DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THE NHSDA?

The National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA) is an exciting program for National Dance Education Organization members who teach dance to students 11-18 years of age and have an active dance program in a private or public middle/high school, dance school or academy, performing arts center, or community center. 

The primary goals of the NHSDA are: (1) to promote and honor outstanding achievement in students 11-18 years of age studying dance; (2) to encourage well-rounded young dance artists to be leaders in their communities; and (3) to identify honor students of junior and senior high school age for nomination to the NDEO’s Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award, one of the highest honors programs in the United States. 

How do I establish a Chapter in my institution?  A student chapter of the NHSDA may be established in any institution (private or pubic school, academy, performing arts organization, or community center) that has an active dance program and teaches 11-18 year old students. Any teacher, mentor, or administrator can establish a Chapter by contacting (STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA COORDINATOR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION). Chapter Sponsors are required to maintain a current Institutional Membership in NDEO which provides automatic membership in the state affiliate.
What is the program?  The program expands with each student as s/he progresses through dance training and performance from 11-18 years of age. The teacher, mentor, or administrator issues credits (or points) for students who participate in various dance activities, dance making, and dance production. Activities might include attending dance classes and rehearsals, conducting rehearsals, dance production (costumes, stage design, lighting, props, choreography, ticket sales, pr), choreographing, writing academic, research or critical analysis papers on dance, dance teaching or coaching others – anything you want students to “know and be able to do” in and through dance, dancing, and dance making. The credit (point) system is cumulative leading to benchmark inductions into the NHSDA. A portion of dance credits (points) earned during the middle school years can transfer to the high school years and culminate in graduation with honors, recognized by the school, community, and state. Students graduate with honor cords (white for dance and light blue for Education) and receive a gold honor pin. Juniors and Seniors may apply for the prestigious NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award which meets more stringent criteria documented through video performance (Artistic Merit), evidence of leadership at local, community or state levels (Leadership), and a GPA of 3.0 or higher (Academic Achievement). These awards are adjudicated at the national level and awards can be made at national conference.  

To date, (STATE AFFILIATE) has (NUMBER OF CHAPTERS) NHSDA chapters, and over (NUMBER OF INDUCTEES) students have been officially inducted. NHSDA Guidelines can be accessed on the NDEO web site at www.ndeo.org/nhsda or contact (STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA COORDINATOR) for more information.

Appendix B:  NHSDA Promotional Letter to State Affiliate Membership

(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
Dear (STATE AFFILIATE ACRONYM) Member:

We are pleased to announce the formation of the National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA), an exciting new program available through your state affiliate. The primary mission of the NHSDA is to promote and honor outstanding achievement in middle and high school level students and to encourage well-rounded dance artists to become leaders in their communities after high school graduation. In addition, the NHSDA serves to identify those honor students of junior and senior high school age for nomination to the National Dance Education Organization’s Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award, the highest dance award in the nation. 

How do I participate?
A student chapter of the NHSDA may be set up in any private or public middle or high school, dance academy, performing arts center, or community center with an active dance program serving students 11-18 years of age. To participate in the NHSDA, one must first identify a Chapter Sponsor (i.e., a current NDEO institutional member) and contact the (STATE AFFILIATE) office to apply for a chapter. All Chapter Sponsors are required to maintain a current Institutional Membership in NDEO and (STATE AFFILIATE).  
Eligible Chapter Sponsors should complete the enclosed Chapter Application and send it to (STATE AFFILIATE) at the address indicated on the form. Upon receipt of the application, the (STATE AFFILIATE) will issue a Chapter Certificate. 
How will my students benefit?
Upon induction, all students will receive a certificate of membership in the NHSDA.  Students in participating high schools can wear the NHSDA honor cord and honor gold pin during graduation ceremonies. In addition, members may participate in special events or receive mailings generated by the state chapters. Inducted students also are encouraged to include their membership in scholarship packets and/or resumes for college or dance employment. To encourage the cooperation of school districts, letters have been sent to every district superintendent in the state, informing them about the NHSDA.
Appendix B: (con’t)
How can I get more information?
The NHSDA Chapter Sponsor Handbook is posted on the NDEO web site at www.ndeo.org. The handbook outlines the procedures for setting up a chapter and the responsibilities of the Chapter Sponsor. For additional information, contact (NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA COORDINATOR). 
We invite you to take advantage of this new benefit of dual membership in NDEO/(STATE AFFILIATE). By establishing a National Honor Society for Dance Arts chapter, you will celebrate your students’ achievement in and dedication to the art of dance, as well as connect them to the community of dancers at the state and national levels.






Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE PRESIDENT OR







NHSDA COORDINATOR)
Enclosure

Appendix C:  NHSDA Promotional Letters to School Principals

(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)
(DATE)
(SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S NAME

AND SCHOOL ADDRESS)
Dear (PRINCIPAL’S NAME):

I am writing to inform you about the National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA), an exciting program available through the (STATE AFFILIATE), the official state affiliate of the National Dance Education Organization. The primary mission of the NHSDA is to promote and honor outstanding achievement in middle and high school level students and to encourage well-rounded dance artists to become leaders in their communities after high school graduation. In addition, the NHSDA serves to identify those honor students of junior and senior high school age for nomination to the National Dance Education Organization’s Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award, the highest dance award in the nation. To date, over 175 NHSDA chapters have been established in schools throughout the nation and in 2010, 750 high school seniors graduated with honors, wearing the NHSDA cord and pin in their graduation ceremonies.  (NOTE:  UPDATE THIS LAST SENTENCE PERIODICALLY)  

How are chapters established?

A chapter of the NHSDA may be set up in any private or public middle or high school, dance academy, performing arts center, or community center with an active dance program serving students 11-18 years of age. The school should first identify a Chapter Sponsor (e.g., the school’s dance teacher) and obtain a membership in NDEO at the Institutional level. Once membership in NDEO is established, the Chapter Sponsor can request a chapter through (STATE AFFILIATE), using the enclosed application form. 

How will students benefit?

Upon induction, all students will receive a certificate of membership in the NHSDA. Students in participating high schools can wear the NHSDA honor cord and honor gold pin during graduation ceremonies. In addition, members may participate in special events or receive mailings generated by the state chapters. Inducted students also are encouraged to include their NHSDA membership in scholarship applications and/or resumes for college or dance employment.  

How can I get more information?

The NHSDA Chapter Sponsor is encouraged to share the Chapter Sponsor Handbook with the school principal. The Chapter Sponsor should download the Chapter Sponsor Handbook posted on the NDEO web site at www.ndeo.org/nhsda and make the NHSDA information available to the principal to enhance their understanding, appreciation, and support of the program. The handbook outlines the procedures for setting up a chapter and the responsibilities of the Chapter Sponsor and is not publically available to non-members.  

Participation in the National Honor Society for Dance Arts enables schools and school districts to celebrate students’ achievement in and dedication to the art of dance and connects inductees to the community of dancers at the state and national levels. I hope that you’ll consider enrolling (NAME OF MIDDLE OR HIGH SCHOOL) in this wonderful program. If I can provide you with further information or otherwise be of assistance to you, please don’t hesitate to contact me.






Sincerely,






(STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA COORDINATOR)
Enclosures
Appendix D:  NHSDA Chapter Application
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For State Affiliate Use Only:

Chapter #__________  Date Established: _________
National Honor Society for Dance Arts - Chapter Application

Please print clearly or type the following information:

School Name: _______________________________________________________________________
School Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City, State: ___________ _______________________________________
Zip Code: __________

School District(s): _____________________________________________
County: ____________

NDEO Institutional Membership ID #_____________________

Sponsor Name: _____________________________________
Position: ________________________

School Phone Number:  ______________________________
Fax Number:_____________________

E-Mail address:  ______________________________________________________________________

Please check one:     □  Middle School        □  High school        □  Dance school/Academy  

 

        □  Performing Arts School

         □  Community Center
Please provide contact info of school personnel who should receive official notification of the NHSDA chapter establishment & induction of students. 
	Title
	Name
	Mailing Address / Email

	School Principal
	
	

	District Superintendent
	
	

	State Arts Coordinator
	
	

	Other
	
	


Dance Program Description:

In a separate attachment, please write a brief description of your school’s dance program (e.g., grade and age levels served, in-school/after school, general or gifted/talented students, curriculum taught, etc.)

Sponsor Signature (print):  _________________________________________  
Date:  ______________
Forward completed application to your State Affiliate or other host organization. See: Application Submission Instructions link within Start a Chapter on NHSDA section of our website (www.ndeo.org/nhsda) for your State Affiliate / host organization address. If you have questions, please contact us at 301-585-2880.

Appendix E:  Chapter Approval Letter to Chapter Sponsor

(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
(NAME AND ADDRESS

OF CHAPTER SPONSOR)

Dear (CHAPTER SPONSOR’S NAME):


On behalf of the (STATE AFFILIATE), it is my great pleasure to confer upon (NAME OF SCHOOL) Chapter Number (INSERT # HERE) of the National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA). Your chapter certificate is enclosed. The (STATE AFFILIATE) is honored to serve as the state affiliate for your exemplary program and looks forward to collaborating with you as you honor your exceptional students. Thanks to the National Dance Education Organization’s endorsement of the NHSDA, dance educators in all sectors now have a means for recognizing the achievements of our outstanding young dancers and scholars at state and national levels.  


Please be reminded that you must maintain a current membership with NDEO at the Institutional level in order to sponsor a chapter. In the meantime, please feel free to contact me at anytime if I can be of assistance to you as you develop your NHSDA chapter. I look forward to hearing from you and anticipate that many outstanding inductees will emerge from (NAME OF SCHOOL). 







Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA 







COORDINATOR)
cc:
Dr. Jane Bonbright, Executive Director, National Dance Education Organization

Enclosure 

Appendix F:  NHSDA Chapter Certificate
National Honor Society for Dance Arts
By virtue of the authority vested in us by the 

 National Dance Education Organization and
[Insert State Affiliate Name Here]

Grant the legal right and privilege to 
[Insert Institutional Affiliation]
To establish, nurture, and maintain Chapter # XXXX of the NHSDA 

for purposes of honoring achievement in Dance.

[Insert date here]







______________________
     ________________________

NHSDA Chapter Sponsor

      
 
[State Affiliate Representative Title] 

 NDEO Executive Director          

Appendix G:  Letter of Notification to Superintendent for K-12 Chapter

(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
(NAME AND ADDRESS OF

SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT)

Dear (NAME OF SUPERINTENDENT):

I am pleased to inform you that (NAME OF SCHOOL) in your school district has established a chapter of the National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA), an exciting program available through the (STATE AFFILIATE NAME), an official state affiliate of the National Dance Education Organization (NDEO). The primary mission of the NHSDA is to promote and honor outstanding achievement in middle and high school level students and to encourage well-rounded dance artists to become leaders in their communities after high school graduation.  In addition, the NHSDA serves to identify those honor students of junior and senior high school age for nomination to the National Dance Education Organization’s Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award, the highest student dance award in the nation. 

How are chapters established?

A student chapter of the NHSDA may be set up in any private or public middle or high school, dance academy, performing arts center, or community center that has an active dance program and serves students 11-18 years of age. To participate in the NHSDA, potential sites must first identify a Chapter Sponsor (i.e., a current NDEO institutional member) and contact their NDEO state affiliate to apply for a chapter. Chapter Sponsors are required to coordinate with appropriate school personnel to ensure that induction into the NHSDA is duly acknowledged on students’ academic transcripts and in graduation ceremonies.  

How will students benefit?

Upon induction, all students will receive a certificate of membership in the NHSDA. Students in participating high schools may wear the NHSDA honor cord and honor gold pin during graduation ceremonies. In addition, members may participate in special events or receive mailings generated by the state chapters. Inducted students also are encouraged to include their membership in scholarship packets and/or résumés for college or dance employment. High school junior and senior members also are eligible to apply for the NDEO: Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement award, the nation’s highest student award in dance.  

How can I get more information?

The NHSDA Chapter Sponsor is encouraged to share the Chapter Sponsor Handbook with their superintendent. The Chapter Sponsor should download the Chapter Sponsor Handbook posted on the NDEO web site at www.ndeo.org/nhsda and make the NHSDA information available to the 
Appendix G: (con’t)

superintendent to enhance their understanding, appreciation, and support of the program. The 
handbook outlines the procedures for setting up a chapter and the responsibilities of the Chapter Sponsor and is not publically available to non-members.  

Participation in the National Honor Society for Dance Arts enables schools and school districts to celebrate students’ achievement in and dedication to the art of dance and connects inductees to the community of dancers at the state and national levels. We encourage your school district’s participation in this worthy program and respectfully request that you take appropriate action to ensure that qualifying students in your district receive recognition upon induction.  If you have any questions regarding the NHSDA or require more information, please feel free to contact me at any time.





Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA 







COORDINATOR)
cc:
(NAMES/JOB TITLES OF SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, CHAPTER SPONSOR, AND 

OTHER APPROPRIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT PERSONNEL)
Enclosure

Appendix H:  Letter of Notification to Superintendent for Private School of Dance Chapter
(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)
(DATE)
(NAME AND ADDRESS OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT)
Dear (SUPERINTENDENT’S NAME):

I am pleased to inform you that (NAME OF SCHOOL OF DANCE) – a school of dance in your community - has established a chapter of the National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA), an exciting program available through the (NAME OF STATE AFFILIATE), the official state affiliate of the National Dance Education Organization. The primary mission of the NHSDA is to promote and honor outstanding achievement in middle and high school level students and to encourage well-rounded dance artists to become leaders in their communities after high school graduation. In addition, the NHSDA serves to identify those honor students of junior and senior high school age for nomination to the National Dance Education Organization’s Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award, the highest dance award in the nation.   

How are chapters established?

A student chapter of the NHSDA may be set up in any private or public middle or high school, dance academy, performing arts center, or community center with an active dance program serving students 11-18 years of age. To participate in the NHSDA, potential sites must first identify a Chapter Sponsor (i.e., a current NDEO institutional member) and contact their NDEO state affiliate to apply for a chapter. Chapter Sponsors are required to coordinate with appropriate school personnel to ensure that induction into the NHSDA is duly acknowledged on students’ academic transcripts and in graduation ceremonies.  

How will students benefit?

Upon induction, all students will receive a certificate of membership in the NHSDA. Students in participating high schools can wear the NHSDA honor cord and honor gold pin during graduation ceremonies. In addition, members may participate in special events or receive mailings generated by the state chapters. Inducted students also are encouraged to include their membership in scholarship packets and/or resumes for college or dance employment.  

How can I get more information?

A copy of the NHSDA Chapter Sponsor Handbook can be accessed via the National Dance Education Organization web site at www.ndeo.org/nhsda. You can also contact your chapter Sponsor for more details included in the Handbook.   

Appendix H: (con’t) 
Participation in the National Honor Society for Dance Arts enables schools and school districts to celebrate students’ achievement in and dedication to the art of dance and connects inductees to the community of dancers at the state and national levels. We encourage your school district’s participation in this worthy program and respectfully request that you take appropriate action to ensure that qualifying students in your district receive recognition upon induction.  (NAME OF CHAPTER SPONSOR) of (NAME OF SCHOOL OF DANCE) is the NHSDA chapter sponsor and will serve as the liaison to communicate with the middle and high schools in your area regarding students who have qualified for induction.  You may contact (CHAPTER SPONSOR) at (PHONE NUMBER) or at (EMAIL ADDRESS) for information regarding chapter activities and policies in your area.

 If you have any general questions regarding the NHSDA or require more information, please feel free to contact me at any time.





Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA







COORDINATOR)
cc:
(CHAPTER SPONSOR AND RELEVANT SCHOOL PRINCIPALS IN THE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT)
Enclosure

Appendix I:  NHSDA Student Membership Application
National Honor Society for Dance Arts

Student Membership Application

Please print all information in the application

School Name:  ________________________________________________________________

School Address:  ______________________________________________________________

City, State:  ______________________________________
Zip Code: _______________

Sponsor Name:   __________________________________
Chapter #:  ______________

Sponsor’s Signature:
______________________________
Date:  __________________

Phone:  ____________________
E-Mail:  ________________________________________

Please check one:

□  Middle School    □  High School    □  Dance School/Academy    □  PA School    □  Community Center
	Student Name
	Address/City/Zip


	Date of Birth
	Points Earned

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


IMPORTANT NOTE TO CHAPTER SPONSORS:  Student information will be entered into the (STATE AFFILIATE NAME) database for the purpose of verifying induction.  In addition, inductee names and addresses may be used to generate mailing lists for information pertaining to college scholarships and other opportunities.  If a student’s family has filed a FERPA form with your school and does not wish for the student to receive mailings, please do not provide the mailing address.
Copy the application as needed, or use a separate attachment with the required student information. The fee for induction is $5.00 per student and includes the cost of a Certificate for each student. Please include one check for the total fee amount (make check payable to your state affiliate or host organization). See  Application Submission Instructions in Honor Society section of website (www.ndeo.org/nhsda). Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery of the membership certificates.
Appendix J:  NHSDA Student Certificate 

National Honor Society for Dance Arts
Sponsored by the

 National Dance Education Organization and

[Insert State Affiliate Name Here]

Certify that
[Insert Student Name Here]

Who Attends

(Insert name of school here)
Has completed the requirements for induction into the National Honor Society for Dance Arts
and demonstrated artistic and academic achievement in the field of dance.
[Insert date here]







______________________

______________________

NHSDA Chapter Sponsor

      
 
[State Affiliate Representative Title] 

 NDEO Executive Director









        

Appendix K:  Induction Letter to Chapter Sponsor

(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
(NAME AND ADDRESS OF

CHAPTER SPONSOR)
Dear (CHAPTER SPONSOR’S NAME):

On behalf of the (STATE AFFILIATE NAME), I want to congratulate your students who have met the eligibility requirements for induction into the National Honor Society for Dance Arts.  We are inspired by your students’ dedication to and achievement in dance and are pleased to honor them with induction into the honor society. We also wish to acknowledge your work on behalf of your students: it is your dedicated teaching that enables them to achieve.

Enclosed are (NUMBER OF CERTIFICATES ENCLOSED) induction certificates for your inductees. Remember that your students may continue to accumulate points to earn stars and that some of the extra points earned may be carried over to the high school level. The policy regarding the transfer of points is outlined in your NHSDA Sponsor Handbook.  (NOTE:  ONLY APPLICABLE TO MIDDLE SCHOOL INDUCTEES.  DELETE THE LAST 2 SENTENCES IF HIGH SCHOOL INDUCTEES).  

I know that your induction ceremony will be a wonderful occasion for students, parents, and teachers. Thank you for all your efforts on behalf of dance education.







Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA







COORDINATOR)
Enclosures

Appendix L:  Induction Ceremony Follow-up Letter to Chapter Sponsor
(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
(CHAPTER SPONSOR 

NAME AND ADDRESS)
Dear (CHAPTER SPONSOR):

I want to thank you for inviting me to participate in your National Honor Society for Dance Arts induction ceremony last week. To be able to witness this very special event represented an extremely satisfying culmination of the many years of work that have gone into developing the NHSDA: seeing firsthand how significant the honor society is to the students and their parents was truly heartwarming.

I commend you for the exemplary work you are doing at (NAME OF SCHOOL). You represent the highest possible level of artistry, passion, and professionalism for our field, and you continually make (STATE) shine as a leader in dance education. While the purpose of the NHSDA is to honor student achievement in dance, I also believe that the honor society reflects the quality of the teacher’s work.  Your inductees certainly serve as living proof of the superb quality of your teaching.







Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE NHSDA COORDINATOR)
cc:  (SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AND SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT) 

Appendix M:  NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award Application Materials

2011 NDEO: Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award

APPLICATION FORM 

Please print clearly or type the following information:

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Student’s Email Address: _______________________________________________________________

Current High School Grade Level (check one)  
Junior ______

Senior ______

Home Address:  ______________________________________________________________________

NHSDA Chapter (name of high school or dance studio / academy)

___________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

Chapter Phone # ________________________ Chapter Fax # _________________________________

NHSDA Chapter Sponsor Name: _________________________________________________________

Chapter Sponsor Email Address: _________________________________________________________

YouTube Link for video (if not sending DVD): ______________________________________________

The school principal, district superintendent and state fine arts coordinator will be notified if the student is selected as a national winner, finalist or honorable mention.  In order to facilitate this notification process, please provide contact information for the following:

School Principal’s Contact Info (full name, mailing address, email address)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                           
School District Superintendent’s Contact Info (full name, mailing address, email address)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fine Arts Coordinator for School District or State (full name, mailing address, email address)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Appendix M:  NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award Application Materials
2011 NDEO:  Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award RECOMMENDATION FORM 
(to be filled out by Chapter Sponsor)

Name of Student Nominee: _____________________________________________________________

Name of School: ______________________________________________________________________

Name of Chapter Sponsor:  _____________________________________________________________

NHSDA Chapter # _________  

Nominee’s H.S. GPA  ________  out of a possible   _________

TO NOMINEE:  All applications and accompanying records become the property of NDEO and are not available to candidates. Many people will not complete a reference unless confidentiality can be assured.  I agree for this recommendation to be confidential, and by signing and dating the waiver of access below, I, the undersigned, waive any right of access to this reference.
Signature of Nominee ______________________________________ Date _______________________

Please rate the nominee using the following scale (compared with all NHSDA students at your school):

4 = Outstanding – Top 10%


2 = Average – Middle 50%



3 = Above Average – Top 25%


1 = Below Average – Bottom 25%                            
 (LEAVE BLANK IF UNOBSERVED OR NKNOWN)

	TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE:  Demonstrates codified technical movements and/or positions within the demonstrated genre with clarity and accuracy.
	

	TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE:  Demonstrates a mature understanding of the technique of choice and from where movements originate within the body.
	

	TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE:  Demonstrates an intellectual understanding of the technique and does not just copy movements learned.
	

	TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE:  Transitions are smooth one movement to the next.


	

	ARTISTIC MERIT:  Communicates the intent of choreographic movements.


	

	ARTISTIC MERIT:  Communicates emotions, ideas, and feelings of dance using innermost resources – i.e., emotions, feelings, and communications originate deep within the body and are not just imposed on movement.
	

	ARTISTIC MERIT:  Demonstrates an intellectual and emotional understanding of what is required in the choreography.
	

	ARTISTIC MERIT:  Demonstrates an ability to communicate using most effectively the elements of dance (time, energy, and space).
	

	ARTISTIC MERIT:  Demonstrates integration of knowledge of how his/her body moves, command over every aspect of technique and performance, and maturity in his/her artistic growth.
	

	LEADERSHIP:  Demonstrates leadership at school, community, or state levels.


	


PLEASE ATTACH (ON A SEPARATE SHEET) A 1-PAGE TYPED FORMAL RECOMMENDATION LETTER FOR THE NOMINEE. In your recommendation, please provide some examples of ways in which the nominee has demonstrated leadership and comment further on the nominee’s artistic merit and academic achievement. Why do you think the nominee deserves this award?

Signature of Reference _____________________________________________ Date _______________     

NOTE:  Signature indicates verification of nominee’s high school GPA.

Appendix M:  NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award Application Materials

2011 NDEO: Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic
Achievement Award

RESUME FORMAT  

(Limit to 1 page)
Name and Contact Information:  Include name, mailing address, phone number(s) and email address.

Dance Training:  Chronological list of dance training including names of teachers/dance schools, types of dance training, and approximate length of study at each.

Example:

2005 – Present

Mountain View High School – Eleanor Harris, Dance Teacher.  

Daily dance classes including Dance I, Dance II, and Talented/Gifted Dance.  Training includes ballet and modern technique.

2004-2005 Dance Arts Center – Deborah Barber, Dance Teacher.  

Weekly classes in ballet and jazz.

Performance Experience:  Chronological list of performances in which the student has appeared as a dancer including names of performing ensembles/events, choreographers, and locations.

Example:
2005 – Present

Mountain View High School – Performed in bi-annual dance concerts 

featuring student choreography and work of guest artists including Jennifer Morris, Maggie Pratt, and Christopher Corwin.

May, 2005

Dance Arts Center – Annual Recital




Performed in three dances choreographed by Deborah Barber.

Dance Related Activities:  Chronological list of dance related activities at the school, community, state and/or national levels including brief description of activity and dates.

Example:

2005-Present

Mountain View High School – Currently serving as President of NHSDA 

Student Chapter.  Duties include coordinating NHSDA induction ceremonies, fundraising activities, and educational outreach in feeder elementary and middle schools. 

2004-2005         
Mountain View High School – Served as Vice-President of NHSDA 

Student Chapter.  Duties included assisting in the coordination of NHSDA induction ceremonies, fundraising activities, and educational outreach in feeder elementary and middle schools.

Honors and Awards:  Chronological list of any awards, honors, or scholarships received in dance arts education and/or performance including organizations presenting the awards and dates.

Example:

May, 2005

Mountain View High School, NHSDA Student-of-the-Year

September, 2004
National Honor Society for Dance Arts

Appendix M:  NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award Application Materials
2011 NDEO: Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic
Achievement Award

CHECKLIST (for Submission)
The Chapter Sponsor should forward the completed Application Form to the mailing address indicated below, along with the following application packet items. In addition, this year we are also offering the option of submitting the application packet online via email with videos uploaded to YouTube.  

· Recommendation Form completed by the Chapter Sponsor.

· Formal Recommendation Letter completed by Chapter Sponsor highlighting the student’s artistic merit, leadership skills and academic achievement.  

· Student’s resume citing dance training history; performance experience; dance related activities and leadership in the school, community, state and/or national level; and artistic and academic awards, honors, or scholarships. Limit 1 page.

· Video (3 minutes maximum) of a solo performance by the student. It must be the student’s original choreography. It can be any genre of dance that best reflects the student’s artistic and technical abilities. It can be an actual performance on stage during a show, site specific, or filmed in an informal setting or studio. The video can be sent on a DVD or uploaded to YouTube. (Note: You need a YouTube account to upload videos. Instructions: http://www.google.com/support/youtube/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=57924&lr=all) If submitting a DVD please make sure the label clearly identifies the student’s name, the name of the school, and the Chapter Sponsor’s name and contact information. Note: DVDs will not be returned to applicant.  

· Essay Questions:  Students will briefly address four questions provided using Times New Roman in 12pt font, one inch margins on all sides, and single spaced. Each answer should be 250 words or less. 

· #1: What was the intent of your original choreography? Please provide title of work, inspiration, and any challenges you encountered in the choreographic process. 

· #2: What leadership roles have you held in or outside of school? These may or may not relate to dance. 

· #3 What are your plans after high school graduation? What are your career aspirations?

· #4: What impact has dance made in your life? 

· Check for $ 15 adjudication fee made payable to your state affiliate: Arizona Dance Education Organization (AzDEO), California Dance Education Association (CDEA),  Florida Dance Education Organization (FDEO), Capital Region Educators of Dance Org (CREDO) for Maryland, DC and Virginia, Dance New Jersey (DNJ), New York Dance Education Association (NYSDEA), South Carolina Dance Education Organization (SCDEO), Utah Dance Education Organization (UDEO), National Registry for Dance Educators (NRDE).
  

* If your State Affiliate, State or sponsoring organization is not listed above, then please send your award application packet to the NDEO home office with the check made payable to NDEO. The mailing address is 8609 2nd Avenue, Suite 203-B, Silver Spring, MD 20910 – Attention: Jane Bonbright. 

Appendix M:  NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award Application Materials
Where to send your 2011 Application Packet for the

NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award

All application packets must be postmarked on or before February 28, 2011.

You may mail OR email you application.

  

Arizona Dance Education Organization

 Lynn Monson, 641 N Elm St., Chandler, AZ 85226; lmonson@cox.net
California Dance Education Association (CDEA)
Avilee Goodwin, 5843 Santa Cruz Avenue, Richmond, CA 94804; agoodwin@anyways.com 

 

Florida Dance Education Organization (FDEO)
Clarence Brooks, Florida Atlantic Univ., Dept. of Theatre & Dance, 777 Glades Rd., PO Box 3091, 

Boca Raton, FL 33431; clarence.brooks@fau.edu 

 

DC, Maryland & Virginia - Capital Region Educators of Dance Organization (CREDO)
Jane Bonbright, 8609 2nd Avenue, Suite 203-B, Silver Spring, MD 20910; jbonbright@ndeo.org
 

New Jersey - Dance New Jersey (DNJ)
Macada Brandl, Dance New Jersey, PO Box 326, Fanwood, NJ  07023; mbrandl@dancenj.org
New York Dance Education Association (NYSDEA)
Natasha Alhadeff-Jones, 387 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215; NYSDEA.NDEO@gmail.com
    

South Carolina Dance Education Organization (SCDEO)
Wrenn Cook, SC Center for Dance Education, 1301 Columbia College Dr., Columbia, SC 29203; wcook@columbiasc.edu
 
Utah Dance Education Organization (UDEO)
Rebecca Reed, Pine View HS, 2850 East 750 North, St. George, UT 84790; reed@pineview.org
 

National Registry for Dance Educators (NRDE)
Elsa Posey, PO Box 254, Northport, NY 11768; eposey@optonline.net
International

Jane Bonbright, 8609 2nd Avenue, Suite 203-B, Silver Spring, MD 20910; jbonbright@ndeo.org
  

* If your State Affiliate, State or sponsoring organization is not listed above, then please send your award application packet to the NDEO home office with the $15 check made payable to NDEO. The mailing address is 8609 2nd Avenue, Suite 203-B, Silver Spring, MD 20910 – Attention: Jane Bonbright. 

Appendix M:  NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership and Academic Achievement Award Application Materials

NDEO: Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement
Award Rubric

Applicant’s Name:  ___________________________________  NHSDA Chapter:  __________
Note:  The descriptors below should be applied in determining strength of technical and artistic merit, leadership, essay questions, recommendation letter, and resume.  The descriptors cite the required criteria for each category. Each category is out of 100 points for a total score out of 900 possible points.

Guide for Rating Criteria for Technical Excellence and Artistic Merit:

Technical Excellence: (out of 100 points)

___ / 20 executes the technique of choice with clarity and accuracy

___ / 20 demonstrates codified technical movements and/or positions with clarity and accuracy

___ / 20 demonstrates a mature understanding of the technique and from where movements originate within the body

___ / 20 demonstrates an intellectual understanding of the technique and is not just copying movements learned

___ / 20 transitions are smooth one movement to the next

 ___/100 Total: Overall, the applicant demonstrates technical maturity.
Artistic Merit: (out of 100 points)
___ / 20 communicates the intent of choreographic movements

___ / 20 communicates emotions, ideas and feelings of dance using his/her inner-most resources

___ / 20 has an intellectual and emotional understanding of what is required in the choreography

___ / 20 communicates using effectively the elements of dance (time, energy, and space)

___ / 20 integrated in his/her knowledge of how his/her body moves

___/100 Total: Overall, the applicant has command over every aspect of technique and performance, and demonstrates a maturity in his/her artistic growth.
Criteria for Leadership, Essay, Letters of Recommendation, and Resume:

Leadership:  The student demonstrates leadership at school, community, or state levels and evidence of leadership is provided in the Recommendation Letter, Resume, and Essay #2 Question on Leadership.
Essay Questions:  (4 questions each scored out of 100 points) The student uses excellent grammar (no typos); and articulately addresses the questions asked. The essay responses show maturity in synthesizing dance in life.

Letter of Recommendation: Recommendation includes specific examples of how applicant demonstrates (a) artistic merit, leadership, and academic achievement; and (b) reasons why the CS recommends the student for the highest dance honor award in the state.

Resume:  Student addresses the required components in the resume and provides evidence of: (a) dance training history, (b) performance experience, (c) leadership, (d) dance-related activities in the school, community, state and/or national levels; and (e) artistic and academic awards, honors, or scholarship.

Write in the number of points in the appropriate box. Each category is worth 100 total points.

	
	Criteria
	Below Average

0-69
	Average

70-79
	Good

80-89
	Excellent

90-100
	Comments

	Artistic Merit
	Technical Excellence
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Artistic Merit
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Essay #1: Choreography
	
	
	
	
	

	Leadership
	Recommendation Letter
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Resume
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Essay #2: Leadership
	
	
	
	
	

	Academic
	GPA
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Essay #3: Future Plans
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Essay #4: Impact of Dance
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Score:
	                 / 900
	


Additional Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Application N:  Sample Cover Letter for NDEO Award Nominees

(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
Dr. Jane Bonbright, Executive Director

National Dance Education Organization

8609 Second Avenue, Suite #203-B

Silver Spring, MD  20910

Dear Dr. Bonbright:

It is my pleasure to forward the enclosed applications for consideration for the NDEO: Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement Award. A panel of (NUMBER OF ADJUDICATORS) adjudicators convened by the (STATE AFFILIATE) has selected (NOMINEE’S NAMES) of (SCHOOL NAMES/SCHOOL DISTRICTS) as our state’s top choices to nominate for the prestigious national award.  These students have met the eligibility requirements for induction into the National Honor Society for Dance Arts and are members in good standing. The members of the (STATE AFFILIATE) are proud of (STUDENTS’ NAMES) accomplishments in dance and feel that they exemplify the high quality dance education that we seek to promote in our state. 

Enclosed are the application packets as per the guidelines in the NHSDA State Affiliate Tool Kit, as well as a check for the application fees. The students’ Chapter Sponsor – (CHAPTER SPONSOR’S NAME) – has verified that both applicants have a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher and the applicants are performing their own choreography as indicated in the enclosed DVDs or as is evident on the You Tube URL supplied. If you have any questions or require additional information, please don’t hesitate to call or email me at (PHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL ADDRESS).
On behalf of the (STATE AFFILIATE), I wish to thank the NDEO for sponsoring this exciting opportunity to recognize our outstanding students.  







Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE PRESIDENT OR







NHSDA COORDINATOR NAME/TITLE)
Enclosures

cc:
(CHAPTER SPONSOR) 

Appendix O:  NDEO Award Sample Letter of Notification to Chapter Sponsor

(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)

(DATE)
(CHAPTER SPONSOR NAME

AND MAILING ADDRESS)
Dear (CHAPTER SPONSOR’S NAME):

Congratulations!  It is with great pleasure that I announce that two of your students – (STUDENTS’ NAMES) – have been selected as (CURRENT YEAR) recipients of the (STATE AFFILIATE NAME) Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement award. A panel of adjudicators reviewed the applications and, since these students scored in the 85-89% range, they will receive the state-level award. Furthermore, because (STUDENT NAME) application scored in the 90-100% range, her application will be forwarded to the National Dance Education Organization (NDEO) for consideration at the national level. The winners of the NDEO Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement award will be announced in May of this year.    

Although your other student did not score high enough to qualify for the state award, I would like to point out that her score was very close. The adjudicators commented very favorably on all of your student applicants, a testament not only to their individual achievements, but to the quality of your dance program. I am enclosing copies of the scoring rubrics for you to share with your students if you so choose.  

Please contact me at your earliest convenience regarding the most appropriate means for formally presenting the (STATE AFFILIATE) award to (STUDENTS’ NAMES).  On behalf of the (STATE AFFILIATE), I want to thank you for encouraging your students to apply for this prestigious award.  Thank you for your excellent teaching and mentorship of these accomplished students!







Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE PRESIDENT OR







NHSDA COORDINATOR NAME/TITLE)
Enclosures

cc:
(SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL PRINCIPAL)

Appendix P:  Sample Letter of Notification to Student State-Level AND National Nominee Winner
(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
(STUDENT APPLICANT NAME

AND MAILING ADDRESS)

Dear (STUDENT APPLICANT):

It is my great pleasure to inform you that you have been selected as a (CURRENT YEAR) recipient of the (STATE AFFILIATE) Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Merit award.  Congratulations!  

You also have been selected by the panel as one of (STATE AFFILIATE)’s official nominees for the National Dance Education Organization (NDEO) Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Merit award. The NDEO award is the highest national dance honor awarded to high school juniors and seniors.  Students who receive a score of 810 out of 900 points in the state-level screening may be eligible for this prestigious award. Your application has been forwarded to the national office with (STATE AFFILIATE)’s highest endorsement. It is our hope that the national adjudicators will receive your application as favorably as did our panel. We should hear news of the results by mid-May.

I have contacted your teacher (CHAPTER SPONSOR’S NAME) about arrangements for a formal presentation of the (STATE AFFILIATE) award sometime before the end of the school year.  On behalf of (STATE AFFILIATE), I congratulate you for your outstanding achievements in dance and wish you all the best as you move forward in your dance and academic pursuits.






Sincerely,






(STATE AFFILIATE PRESIDENT OR






NHSDA COORDINATOR NAME/TITLE)

Appendix Q:  Sample Letter of Notification to State-Level Winner

(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
(STUDENT APPLICANT NAME

AND MAILING ADDRESS)
Dear (STUDENT APPLICANT):
It is my great pleasure to inform you that you have been selected as a (CURRENT YEAR) recipient of the (STATE AFFILIATE) Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Merit award.  Congratulations!  

The (STATE AFFILIATE) award is the highest state-level dance honor awarded to high school juniors and seniors. Your selection for this award is indicative of your exemplary accomplishments in dance in the areas of artistic ability, leadership, and academic achievement.

I have informed (CHAPTER SPONSOR’S NAME) of your award and have asked her to contact me to arrange a date on which I can formally present the award to you.  On behalf of (STATE AFFILIATE), I congratulate you for your outstanding achievement in dance.






Sincerely,






(STATE AFFILIATE PRESIDENT OR






NHSDA COORDINATOR NAME/TITLE)

Appendix R:  Sample Letter of Notification to Non-Awardee
(STATE AFFILIATE LETTERHEAD)






(DATE)
(STUDENT APPLICANT NAME

AND MAILING ADDRESS)

Dear (STUDENT APPLICANT):

I want to thank you for your application for the NDEO: Artistic Merit, Leadership, and Academic Achievement award.  Unfortunately, your final score was not in the required 85-89% range required for the award.  Nonetheless, the panelists who reviewed the candidates commented very favorably on your application and encourage you to continue to pursue opportunities to grow as a performer and choreographer.  

On behalf of the (STATE AFFILIATE), I commend you for your dedication and accomplishments thus far and wish you the best as you move forward in your academic career.







Sincerely,







(STATE AFFILIATE PRESIDENT OR







NHSDA COORDINATOR NAME/TITLE)
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